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FORCES Masked Up, But Not Down 
Tom Hughes, NRS Biologist                              

Central Region FORCES Program Manager 

Growing up an avid angler and fishing all the time 
with my dad in western New York, I often used the 
phrase, ñItôs the quality not the quantity that counts.ò 
As FORCES embarked like so many others on this 
journey of life within a pandemic, I thought that we 
would experience a major decrease in the ñquantityò 
of participants in our program. However, to my                          
delight, that has not been the case. Our FORCES 
Stewards and staff continue to mask up, and our 
participant numbers are right on trackð be sure to 
check out our 76 FORCES Stewards for 2020 in 
our ñWhoôs Whoò (coming soon to our website) and 
page 12 of this newsletter. 

So admittedly, I did not count on this unexpected 
quantity for 2020.  What I was counting on was the 
ñqualityò of FORCES Stewards and their                          
contributions we have come to expect over the 
years. I was surely not disappointed. In this issue of 
our FORCES newsletter, you will learn all about our 
Stewardsô accomplishments, conservation                   
successes, projects and experiences during our fall 
and winter seasons. I was so captivated and                    
excited to read all about Regional Conservation 
Steward Kelly Rifeôs personal journey (page 5). 
Kellyðwe wish you the absolute best as you                 
embark on your next chapter with the Student                      
Conservation Association AmeriCorps! It is truly 
special that FORCES was able to provide so much 
for your professional career. We are grateful for all 
our FORCES participants and their stories of                
success.  

I am additionally grateful for the quality of our                    
FORCES Team and all their dedicated and amazing 
efforts. Through these challenging times we can count 
on our FORCES Program Coordinator Amy Kochem 
to lead us. You can get a long overdue introduction to 
Amy in our FORCES Staff Highlight on page 7. Thank 
you Amy! Thank you to all our FORCES Team and 
supporting staffðyou are so appreciated! 

Reflecting here, maybe I need to rethink my quality 
versus quantity notion. With so many benefiting from 
FORCES, Iôd sure like to count on that number                    
continuing to growð perhaps my new phrase?  ñWith 
quantity comes quality!ò  - spoken like a true angler;) 

Send us your Selfies!      

We are always looking for great pics for our                   
FORCES photo album. We know you are out there 
working hard, having fun, and taking some amazing 
shots of our beautiful State Parks. Please share them 
with us. It is through your collective lens that we see 
all of us together as a FORCES family. We want to 
see those masks! 

FORCES masked up for Halloween at Plant 
Materials Program. Photo: OPRHP 
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Niagara Region Update                                                                            
Alexandra Tillman, FORCES Program Specialist 

This past fall, the FORCES program in the Niagara 
Region tackled a wide array of projects, even with the 
difficulties of operating during a pandemic. We had 
seven Stewards that worked within four groups                   
including Trail Management, Evangola State Park 
Conservation, Regional Conservation, and                      
Greenhouse Assistance. 

Our Trail Management Stewards were Tad                        
Townsend and Madison LeMere. They began their 
time with trail maintenance at many parks, using               
hand tools and brush cutters when needed. This                      
increased the functionality of some recreational areas 
in the parks while ensuring the safety of the patrons 
was always top priority. Their largest undertaking                        
was the creation of trail system signage at Knox 
Farm State Park. They used a Garmin-360 degree 
camera to trace the existing trail system in the park 
and to note where way- markers were needed. They 
then worked with agency staff to create trailhead                    
maps and markers that will be installed this winter.  

Our Evangola Conservation Stewards, Derek Spann and Victoria Yargeau, focused their efforts on invasive 
species mapping only at that specific state park. They completed surveys throughout half of the park                       
property, and collected data that invasive species are present in 57.4 acres of that area. They faced many 
obstacles like severe weather, dense brush making it difficult to access areas, and a lack of cell reception 
throughout most of the park. Even with these challenges, they exceeded all expectations from staff and 
logged over 130 hours of surveying!  

Jay Bortel, Kelly Rife, and Alexandra Tzanetos staffed the Regional 
Conservation Team. They worked on many projects throughout the 
region, but had three main topics. They assisted regional                              
Environmental Stewardship Team members with completing invasive 
species surveys along the Niagara Gorge by using ArcGISô Collector 
application. A large portion of time was dedicated to the West River 
Shoreline Invasive Species Removal Pilot Project, where they                        
dedicated countless hours to removing 1,792 invasive plants; which is 
equal to 45 full- sized pickup truck loads! Towards the end of the                
season, the stewards went to multiple parks to survey for the invasive 
European Gypsy Mothôs egg masses.  

Cameron Haberl who had been our resident Greenhouse Steward   
retired from her position in November, after being with the Niagara 
FORCES program for 2 seasons. She was able to learn many                       
valuable lessons from the staff at the facility such as the seed                   
stratification process, caring for existing stock, and proper                       
transplanting habits to restoration areas.  

Due to rising COVID-19 cases in the area, we opted for a virtual FORCES project Expo this season. A benefit 
to this was that staff from all over the state were able to attend, and the stewardsô family and professors could 
join us as well! I am looking forward to what is to come for the Niagara FORCES team this spring!     

Alex and Jay surveying for invasive species 
along the Niagara Gorge. Photo: OPRHP 

Kelly, Tad, and Maddie releasing pheasants for sanctioned                 
hunting at Wilson-Tuscarora State Park. Photo: OPRHP 
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Coordinatorôs Corner                                                                                                         
Amy Kochem, FORCES Program Coordinator  

Affiliated Institutions              
SUNY Alfred 
SUNY Binghamton 
SUNY Brockport   
SUNY Cobleskill 
SUNY Cortland 
SUNY ESF* 
SUNY Geneseo* 
SUNY Morrisville 
SUNY New Paltz 
SUNY Oneonta* 
SUNY Oswego 
SUNY Purchase 
 

 
Alfred University 
Cazenovia College 
Columbia College 
Cornell University 
Finger Lakes Community College 
Hartwick College* 
Hobart & William Smith Colleges 
Houghton College 
Hudson Valley Community College 
Ithaca College 
Le Moyne College* 
Medaille College 
Niagara Community College 

 
Niagara University 
Onondaga Community College 
Pace University 
Paul Smithôs College                           
Rochester Institute of Technology 
St. Bonaventure University 
St. John Fisher College 
Siena College 
Syracuse University 
University of Buffalo 
University of Rochester 
Vassar College 
Wells College* 

Our 2020 edition of the 
FORCES Whoôs Who that 
highlights 72 FORCES 
Stewards from the          
Niagara, Taconic, Finger 
Lakes, and Central                 
regions has been                     
published on the FORCES 
web page, go take a look! 
As always, I was very                
impressed at the                         
professionalism and                  
respect demonstrated as 
they worked under                    
rigorous safety conditions.   

We said goodbye to Cara Gannon, SCA Parks Corps FORCES 
Program Specialist. Her SCA term came to an end and we are 
grateful for all of Caraôs assistance with field and environmental 
education projects in the Central Region. Her positive,                           
enthusiastic spirit will be missed! 

Our FORCES social media pages have gotten extra attention 
thanks to the efforts from Education and Outreach Steward, 
Savannah Kraus. She revised our Instagram, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn pages with bright, beautiful pictures. We encourage 
you to like our Facebook page and connect with us on                       
Instagram and LinkedIn. 

Our spring 2021 internship positions for the Central Region 
filled very quickly. If youôre considering a position with us for 
the summer, now is the time to contact us as we have a variety 
of projects from invasive species management to                                      
environmental education to monitoring for piping plovers and 
eastern red-backed salamanders, happening across NYS. 

Contact Us 

Amy Kochem                                         
FORCES Program Coordinator  
amy.kochem@parks.ny.gov 

Central Office                                                          
6105 East Seneca Turnpike                       
Jamesville, NY 13078                              
(315) 492-1756 

Finger Lakes Office                                    
2221 Taughannock Road                                        
Trumansburg, NY 14886                                 

(607) 387-7041 

Niagara Region Office                                                   
3180 De Veaux Woods Dr E                                          
Niagara Falls, NY 14305                                                  

(716) 299-0804 

 

Find us on Social Media 

 FORCES NYS Parks, Recreation and                       
Historic Preservation Use #forcesnysparks 

on Facebook, LinkedIn, and                           
Instagram accounts!      

 

  

                                                                                             
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the                        
newsletter email: forces@parks.ny.gov 

For more information about 
2020 FORCES Stewards, see 
the  Whoôs Who publication                                    

on our website! 

mailto:forces@parks.ny.gov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/forces-new-york-state-parks-recreation-and-historic-preservation
https://www.facebook.com/FORCES-NYS-Parks-Recreation-Historic-Preservation-1696254730588055/


Taconic Region Update                                                                                          
Joshua DiPaola, Natural Resource Specialist 
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This past fall, the Stewardship Team and FORCES 
Stewards of Rockefeller State Park Preserve (RSPP) 
focused their efforts on documenting fauna biodiversity and 
the restoration of key habitats which were vulnerable to 
degradation. William Starkey and Angelica Termine, two   
key fall FORCES Stewards of RSPP, assisted with the 
placement and review of wildlife cameras throughout the 
preserve, with specific focus on predatory species such as 
coyote, bobcat, and fisher. Through countless sessions of 
trial and error, as well as hours of hiking through the woods 
on cold days, we were able to successfully document some 
large coyotes and a healthy mix of bobcats.  

Alongside fauna initiatives, was an unexpected wildlife 
rehab, which literally landed on our doorstep. Common 
snapping turtles typically hatch within their nest in the late 
summer to early fall, upon which they either make a hasty 
scramble to the nearest waterbody or they will over-winter 
within their nest until the following spring. To our surprise,  
on a cold day in late fall, a snapping turtle hatchling was 
found leaning against our office door with an injured leg and 
showing signs of stress from cold exposure. William Starkey 
assisted the Natural Resource Specialist with rehabilitating 
this turtle back to health and it is currently showing 
promising signs of health, with an anticipated release for 
spring of 2021. 

Transitioning into the colder weeks of fall, William Starkey 
assisted with selective, large-scale management of invasive 
vegetation, specifically focusing on multi-flora rose, oriental 
bittersweet, and Japanese angelica tree.                                            
The aforementioned invasives were encroaching or vigorously outcompeting native species of dogwood,    
red maple, ash tree saplings, and other wildflowers in a key riparian zone. In an attempt to promote a 
healthier balance of native flora and to make our lakeside habitat more accessible to wildlife, FORCES 
Stewards worked alongside RSPP stewardship staff to not only remove these invasives, but to also follow-up 
with the propagation of native flora.  

The two-camera trap images depict a coyote (top), likely 
exceeding 40lbs, holding its territory in the far reaches of 
the preserve. A bobcat (bottom) in an area of the park 
where this species has previously not been documented. 
Photo: OPRHP 

ñThis experience has improved my academic experience by allowing me to see and physically                      

experience the process needed to conduct a state funded field study. By experiencing it firsthand,                

I am also able to use my new knowledge in a professional aspect moving forward. The skills we 

learned ranged from camera trapping, aquatic animal trapping and release, turtle markings, small 

mammal trapping, trail maintenance, and much more. These newly acquired skills far exceeded my 

expectations for the better.ò 
 
~Felix Gonzalez, Pace University 


